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What a Circus!
Different people have different ideas
about circuses. Some people say circuses
are fun. Other people say they’re not fun
for animals. They believe that wild animals
belong in the wild, not caged, chained, or
dancing under a big top. Some folks have

even started circuses that have
only human performers. Read
the statements below. Decide
how you feel. then circle the
answer that best describes your
feelings. 
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1. It is OK to capture wild animals and make them do tricks in a circus. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree

2. It is OK for circuses to train domestic animals to do tricks. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree

3. Circuses should have only human performers. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree

4. It is OK for circuses to have animals do things they would do naturally—like run or 
jump. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree

5. It is OK for circuses to have animals do things they would not do naturally—like wear   
clothes or dance. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree

6. Circuses should educate people about animals, not just entertain people. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree

7. Circuses are fun. I enjoy going to circuses. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree

8. Circuses are probably not much fun for animals. 

strongly agree          agree          don’t know          disagree          strongly disagree


