Humane Society Youth

What Is Rabies?

Rabies is a dangerous disease caused by
a virus. The virus is found in the saliva
of infected (rabid) animals. When a

rabid animal bites or scratches, the dis-

ease can be spread to people and other
animals.

Only mammals can get rabies. Bats, skunks, raccoons, dogs, cats, cattle,
and humans can get rabies. Non-mammal animals such as snakes,
birds, and fish cannot get rabies.

You can protect yourself and the furry friends in your home from
rabies.

. Have your dogs and cats vaccinated for rabies.
Keep cats indoors and walk dogs on leashes.
. Avoid contact with wild animals, and never keep them as pets.
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Know the warning signs of rabies. Contact animal care and con-
trol if you see strange-acting wild animals in your neighborhood.
Watch for wild animals who

e appear sick

e are acting unusually tame or friendly

e are acting angry or seem to be biting at everything
e are moving very slowly or unsteadily

e are drooling a lot

e are out in broad daylight when they’re normally active
only at night

If you are bitten or scratched by any animal, tell an adult! Have the
adult help you wash the bite or scratch with soap and
warm water for 10 minutes. Call your doctor. ,
Then call animal care and control and report £
the incident. 4
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